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December 12, 2022 
 
 
 
Ms. Hannah Bell 
Assistant Criminal District Attorney 
Tarrant County 
401 West Belknap, 9th Floor 
Fort Worth, Texas 76196  
 

OR2022-38263 
 
Dear Ms. Bell: 
 
You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code.  Your request 
was assigned ID# 988789 (ORR# 22-08-0722). 
 
The Tarrant County Elections Administration (the “county”) received a request for 
communications between specified individuals during a certain time period.1  You state you 
have released some information to the requestor.  You also state you have no information 
responsive to a portion of the request.2  Although you take no position as to whether the 
submitted information is excepted under the Act, you state release of this information may 
implicate the interests of Office of the Secretary of State (the “secretary of state’s office”). 
Accordingly, you state you notified the secretary of state’s office of the request and of its 
right to submit arguments to this office.  See Gov’t Code § 552.304 (providing that 
interested party may submit written comments regarding why information should or should 
not be released).  We have received comments from the secretary of state’s office.  We have 
considered the submitted arguments and reviewed the submitted information. 
 
The secretary of state’s office asserts some of the submitted information is not subject to 
the Act.  Section 552.002(a) of the Government Code defines “public information” as 

 
1 You inform us the county sought and received clarification of the information requested.  See Gov’t Code 
§ 552.222 (providing if request for information is unclear, governmental body may ask requestor to clarify 
request). 
 
2 The Act does not require a governmental body that receives a request for information to create information 
that did not exist when the request was received.  See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 
S.W.2d 266 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1978, writ dism’d); Open Records Decision Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 
563 at 8 (1990), 555 at 1-2 (1990), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983). 
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information that is written, produced, collected, assembled, or maintained under a law or 
ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official business: 
 

(1) by a governmental body; 
 
(2) for a governmental body and the governmental body: 
 

(A) owns the information; 
 
(B) has a right of access to the information; or 
 
(C) spends or contributes public money for the purpose of writing, 
producing, collecting, assembling, or maintaining the information; 
or 

 
(3) by an individual officer or employee of a governmental body in the 
officer’s or employee’s official capacity and the information pertains to 
official business of the governmental body. 

 
Id. § 552.002(a).  Thus, virtually all the information in a governmental body’s physical 
possession constitutes public information and is subject to the Act.  Id.; see Open Records 
Decision Nos. 549 at 4 (1990), 514 at 1-2 (1988). Information is “in connection with the 
transaction of official business” if the information is created by, transmitted to, received 
by, or maintained by a person or entity performing official business or a government 
function on behalf of a governmental body and the information pertains to official business 
of the governmental body.  See Gov’t Code § 552.002(a-1).  Moreover, section 552.001 of 
the Act provides that it is the policy of this state that each person is entitled, unless otherwise 
expressly provided by law, at all times to complete information about the affairs of 
government and the official acts of public officials and employees.  See id. § 552.001(a).  
Upon review, we find the information at issue consists of information that was created and 
is maintained by the county for the transaction of official business.  Accordingly, the 
information at issue is subject to the Act and must be released, unless the information falls 
within an exception to public disclosure under the Act. 
 
Section 552.136(b) of the Government Code provides, “[n]otwithstanding any other 
provision of [the Act], a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that 
is collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential.”  Id. 
§ 552.136(b); see id. § 552.136(a) (defining “access device”).  We note the secretary of 
state’s office asserts a portion of the submitted information is excepted under section 
552.136.  Upon review, we find the county must withhold the information we marked under 
section 552.136 of the Government Code.  As no further exceptions to disclosure have been 
raised, the county must release the remaining information.  
 
This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor.  For more information concerning those rights and 
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open 
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839.  Questions concerning the allowable 
charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed 
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joseph Hoggatt 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
 
JWH/eb 
 
Ref: ID# 988789 
 
Enc. Submitted documents 
 
c: Requestor 
 (w/o enclosures) 
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