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Dear Ms. Villarreal:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned ID# 973130 (ORR# 2022-0139-DA.CO).

The Hidalgo County Juvenile Probation Department (the “department”) received a request
for information pertaining to named individuals. You claim the submitted information is
excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101, 552.130, and 552.1315 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted representative sample of information.*

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses section 58.007 of the Family
Code, which makes confidential juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that
occurred on or after September 1, 1997. Section 58.007 provides, in relevant part, the
following:

(b) Except as provided by Section 54.051(d-1) and by Article 15.27, Code
of Criminal Procedure, the records, whether physical or electronic, of a
juvenile court, a clerk of court, a juvenile probation department, or a
prosecuting attorney relating to a child who is a party to a proceeding under
[Title 3 of the Family Code] may be inspected or copied only by:

! We assume the “representative sample” of records submitted to this office is truly representative of the
requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the
extent those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office.
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(2) a juvenile justice agency as that term is defined by Section
58.101[.]

(1) In addition to the authority to release information under Subsection
(b)(6), a juvenile probation department may release information contained
in its records without leave of the juvenile court pursuant to guidelines
adopted by the juvenile board.

Fam. Code § 58.007(b), (i). The submitted information consists of records maintained by
the department that concern juvenile offenders. We understand the information at issue
relates to juveniles who were parties to proceedings under the Juvenile Justice Code, title 3
of the Family Code. The department indicates the requestor is not a person or entity
authorized to access this information under section 58.007(b). However, as a juvenile
probation department, the department has the discretion to release the requested
information pursuant to guidelines adopted by the juvenile board. See id. § 58.007(i). The
department does not inform us it has adopted a rule governing the release of this type of
information. Therefore, we assume no such rule exists. Given that assumption, we
conclude the department must withhold the submitted information under section 552.101
of the Government Code in conjunction with section 58.007(b) of the Family Code.?

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable
charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Colin Henry

Attorney

Open Records Division

CEH/jm

2 As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining arguments for the submitted information.
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