KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

February 25, 2022

Mr. Neil Bonavita

Attorney

Fort Worth Independent School District
100 North University Drive, Suite SW 172
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

OR2022-05746
Re:  Request for information pertaining to the named individual; Ref. No. W004756
Dear Mr. Bonavita:

The Office of the Attorney General has received your request for a ruling and assigned your
request ID# 933499.

After reviewing your arguments and the submitted information, we have determined your
request does not present a novel or complex issue. Thus, we are addressing your claims in
a memorandum opinion. You state you have released some of the requested information.
You also inform us the district has redacted student-identifying information from the
submitted documents pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(“FERPA”), section 1232g of title 20 of the United States Code.! You claim the submitted
information may be withheld from public disclosure pursuant to section 552.108(a)(1) of
the Government Code on behalf of a law enforcement agency with a law enforcement
interest. Further, you inform this office the law enforcement agency objects to the
disclosure of the information because it relates to an ongoing criminal case and release
would interfere with the case. Thus, we conclude you may withhold the submitted
information pursuant to section 552.108(a)(1).

! The United States Department of Education Family Policy Compliance Office (the “DOE”) has informed
this office FERPA does not permit state and local educational authorities to disclose to this office, without
parental or student consent, unredacted, personally identifiable information contained in education records
for the purpose of our review in the open records ruling process under the Act. The DOE has determined
FERPA determinations must be made by the educational authority in possession of the education records. A
copy of this letter may be found on the Office of the Attorney General’s website: https://www.texasattor-
neygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/divisions/open-government/20060725-USDOE-FERPA..pdf.
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For more information on the cited exception, please refer to the open government
information on our website at https:/www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/governmental-bodies/open-records-memorandum-rulings.  You may also
contact our Open Government Hotline at 1-877-OPENTEX.

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)
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