KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

December 2, 2020

Mr. Travis Mickeletto

Assistant County Attorney
Williamson County Attorney’s Office
405 Martin Luther King Street, #7
Georgetown, Texas 78626

OR2020-30082
Dear Mr. Mickeletto:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned ID# 855810.

Williamson County (the “county”) received a request for seventeen points of information
related to a specified investigation. You claim the submitted information is excepted from
disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.108 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” Gov’t
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses section 58.007 of the Family Code, which
makes confidential juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that occurred on
or after September 1, 1997. Section 58.007 provides, in relevant part:

(b) Except as provided by Section 54.051 (d-1) and by Article 15.27, Code
of Criminal Procedure, the records, whether physical or electronic, of a
juvenile court, a clerk of court, a juvenile probation department, or a
prosecuting attorney relating to a child who is a party to a proceeding under
[Title 3 of the Family Code] may be inspected or copied only by:
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(1) the judge, probation officers, and professional staff or consultants
of the juvenile court;

(2) a juvenile justice agency as that term is defined by Section
58.101;

(3) an attorney representing the child's parent in a proceeding under
this title;

(4) an attorney representing the child;
(5) a prosecuting attorney;

(6) an individual or entity to whom the child is referred for treatment
or services, including assistance in transitioning the child to the
community after the child's release or discharge from a juvenile
facility;

(7) a public or private agency or institution providing supervision of
the child by arrangement of the juvenile court, or having custody of
the child under juvenile court order; or

(8) with permission from the juvenile court, any other individual ,
agency, or institution having a legitimate interest in the proceeding
or in the work of the court.

Fam. Code § 58.007(b). You state the submitted information consists of the Williamson
County Attorney’s criminal litigation file concerning a juvenile who is a party to a
proceeding under title 3 of the Family Code. You state the requestor is not an individual or
entity authorized to access this information under section 58.007(b). Accordingly, we
conclude the county must withhold the submitted information under section 552.101 of the
Government Code in conjunction with section 58.007(b) of the Family Code.!

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable

! As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argument against disclosure.
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charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Tim Neal

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
TN/gw

Ref: ID# 855810

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



