ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

October 14, 2020

Ms. Rebekah Wendt
Assistant City Attorney
City of Houston

P.O. Box 368

Houston, Texas 77001-0368

OR2020-25888
Dear Ms. Wendt:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned ID# 849268 (G.C. No. 26841).

The City of Houston (the “city”) received a request for a list of funding recipients and the
amounts each recipient received regarding a specified city fund.! You claim the submitted
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.160 of the Government Code.
We have considered the claimed exception and reviewed the submitted information.

Initially, we note the requestor seeks only a list of funding recipients and the amounts each
recipient received regarding the specified city fund. The city has submitted documents that
contain information beyond the requested information. Thus, the portions of the submitted
documents that contain information beyond the requested information are not responsive to
the present request. This ruling does not address the public availability of any information

1 We note the city sent the requestor a cost estimate of charges pursuant to section 552.2615 of the Government
Code. See Gov’t Code § 552.2615. The estimate of charges required the requestor to provide a deposit for
payment of anticipated costs under section 552.263 of the Government Code. See id. § 552.263(a).
Additionally, you state, and provide documentation demonstrating, the city sought and received several
clarifications of the information requested. See Gov’t Code § 552.222(b) (governmental body may
communicate with requestor for purposes of clarifying or narrowing request); see also City of Dallas v.
Abbott, 304 S.W.3d 380, 387 (Tex. 2010) (holding that when governmental entity, acting in good faith,
requests clarification or narrowing of unclear or overbroad request for public information, ten-day period to
request attorney general ruling is measured from date request is clarified or narrowed).
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that is not responsive to the request, and the city is not required to release such information
in response to this request.

Section 552.160 of the Government Code provides, in relevant part:

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the following information
maintained by a governmental body is confidential:

(1) the name, social security number, house number, street name, and
telephone number of an individual or household that applies for state
or federal disaster recovery funds;

(2) the name, tax identification number, address, and telephone
number of a business entity or an owner of a business entity that
applies for state or federal disaster recovery funds; [and]

(3) any other information the disclosure of which would identify or
tend to identify a person or household that applies for state or federal
disaster recovery funds.

(c) The street name and census block group of and the amount of disaster
recovery funds awarded to a person or household are not confidential after
the date on which disaster recovery funds are awarded to the person or
household.

Gov’t Code § 552.160(b), (c); see also id. § 552.160(a); id. 8§ 418.004(1) (defining
“disaster” for purposes of section 552.160). You state the information at issue consists of
confidential information concerning individuals who applied for disaster recovery
assistance. Based upon your representations and our review, we find section 552.160 is
applicable to some of the information at issue. Accordingly, the city must withhold the
information at issue, a representative sample of which we marked, under section 552.160
of the Government Code. However, we find the remaining responsive information is either
subject to section 552.160(c) or does not identify or tend to identify a person or household
that applied for state or federal disaster recovery funds. Therefore, the city may not
withhold any portion of the remaining information under section 552.160 of the
Government Code. The city must release the remaining responsive information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable
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charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

James M. Graham
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
JMG/rm

Ref:  1D# 849268

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



