ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

August 6, 2020

Ms. Andrea D. Russell

Counsel for the City of Paradise

Taylor Olson Adkins Sralla Elam L.L.P.
6000 Western Place, Suite 200

Fort Worth, Texas 76107-4654

OR2020-19657
Dear Ms. Russell:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned 1D# 838708.

The City of Paradise (the “city”) received a request for certain information pertaining to the
recent awarding of a contract for the city’s water system operations. You state the city does
not have information responsive to a portion of the request.! You claim the submitted
information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.111 of the Government Code.
We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

We note the submitted information consists of draft minutes of a regular meeting of the city
council. The minutes of a governmental body’s public meetings are specifically made
public under provisions of the Open Meetings Act, chapter 551 of the Government Code.
See Gov’t Code 8§ 551.022 (minutes and tape recordings of open meeting are public
records and shall be available for public inspection and copying on request to governmental
body’s chief administrative officer or officer’s designee). In this instance, the submitted
minutes are draft minutes. We note the minutes of a public meeting of a governmental body
are public records when entered, are public in whatever form they exist, and public access
may not be delayed until formal approval is obtained. Open Records Decision No. 225
(1979). Accordingly, section 551.022 is applicable to the draft minutes. Although you
raise section 552.111 of the Government Code as an exception to disclosure of this

1 The Act does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when a request for
information was received or to prepare new information in response to a request. See Econ. Opportunities
Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266, 267-68 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1978, writ dism’d); Open
Records Decision Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983).
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information, we note that as a general rule, the exceptions to disclosure found in the Act
are not applicable to information that other statutes make public. See Open Records
Decision Nos. 623 at 3 (1994), 525 at 3 (1989). Therefore, the draft minutes may not be
withheld under section 552.111 of the Government Code. Thus, the city must release the
submitted information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable
charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Britni Ramirez

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
BR/jm

Ref: 1D# 838708

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)
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