ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

January 17, 2020

Ms. Cynthia Tynan

Assistant General Counsel & Public Information Coordinator
The University of Texas System

210 West 7th Street

Austin, Texas 78701

OR2020-01618

Dear Ms. Tynan:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned ID# 804032 (OGC# 193197).

The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center (the “university”) received a request
for specified body worn camera video recordings. You claim the submitted information is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.130 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample of
information.! We have also received and considered comments submitted by the requestor.
See Gov’t Code § 552.304 (providing that interested party may submit written comments
regarding why information should or should not be released).

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides information relating to a motor vehicle
operator’s or driver’s license or permit, a motor vehicle title or registration, or a personal
identification document issued by an agency of Texas or another state or country is excepted
from public release. Id. § 552.130(a). Although you assert the university does not have the
technological capability to redact the motor vehicle record information from the submitted
recording, we understand the university has the capability to produce a copy of only the

I We assume that the “representative sample” of records submitted to this office is truly representative of the
requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the
extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office.
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non-confidential portions of the video recording. Accordingly, the university must
withhold the visible license plates under section 552.130 of the Government Code but may
not withhold any of the remaining information on that basis.

We note some of the remaining information may be subject to section 552.117 of the
Government Code.! Section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government Code excepts from
disclosure the home address and telephone number, emergency contact information, social
security number, and family member information of a current or former employee or
official of a governmental body who requests this information be kept confidential under
section 552.024 of the Government Code. See id. § 552.117(a)(1). Whether a particular .
item of information is protected by section 552.117(a)(1) must be determined at the time of
the governmental body’s receipt of the request for the information. See Open Records
Decision No. 530 at 5 (1989). Thus, information may be withheld under
section 552.117(a)(1) only on behalf of a current or former employee or official who made
a request for confidentiality under section 552.024 prior to the date of the governmental
body’s receipt of the request for the information. Information may not be withheld under
section 552.117(a)(1) on behalf of a current or former employee or official who did not
timely request under section 552.024 the information be kept confidential. As noted above,
although you assert the university does not have the technological capability to redact
information from the submitted recording, we understand the university has they capability
to produce a copy of only the non-confidential portions of the video recording. Therefore,
to the extent the employee at issue timely requested confidentiality under section 552.024
of the Government Code, the university must withhold the information we indicated under
section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government Code.

In summary, the university must withhold the visible license plates under section 552.130
of the Government Code. To the extent the employee at issue timely requested
confidentiality under section 552.024 of the Government Code, the university must
withhold the information we indicated under section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government
Code. The university must release the remaining information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at https://www.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable

The Office of the Attorney General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a governmental body, but
ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision No. 481 (1987), 480 (1987), 470
(1987).
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charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Emily Kunst

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
EK/mo

Ref: ID# 804032

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



