ATTORNEY GENERAL OF "TEXAS

September 18, 2019

Ms. Karen Strand

Senior Assistant City Attorney
City of Mesquite

P.O. Box 850137

Mesquite, Texas 75185-0137

OR2019-26089

Dear Ms. Strand:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request
was assigned ID# 786344.

The City of Mesquite (the “city”) received a request for specified information pertaining to
environmental code and building inspectors. The city indicates it is withholding some of
the requested information pursuant to sections 552.024 and 552.147(b) of the Government
Code and Open Records Letter No. 2015-24970 (2015).! The city states it has released
some of the requested information, but claims some the submitted information is excepted
from disclosure under sections 552.136 and 552.139 of the Government Code. We have
considered the claimed exceptions and reviewed the submitted information.

ISection 552.024(c)(2) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact information
protected by section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government Code without the necessity of requesting a decision
under the Act if the current or former employee or official to whom the information pertains timely chooses
not to allow public access to the information. See Gov’t Code § 552.024(c)(2). If a governmental body
redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in accordance with subsections 552.024(c-1) and (c-2).
See id. § 552.024(c)(1)-(c)(2). Section 552.147(b) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body
to redact a living person’s social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a
decision from this office under the Act. See id. § 552.147(b). Open Records Letter No. 2015-24970
authorizes the city to withhold dates of birth of members of the public under section 552,101 of the
Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy without the necessity of requesting an attorney
general’s decision. See id. § 552.301(a); Open Records Decision No. 673 at 7-8 (2001).
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Section 552.136(b) of the Government Code provides, “[n]otwithstanding any other
provision of this chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number
that is collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential.”
Gov’t Code § 552.136(b). The city explains the submitted employee numbers are “directly
tied to the [d]ebit [c]ard provided to employees by the [c]ity for payroll purposes|.]” Based
on this representation, we conclude the city must withhold the submitted employee numbers
under section 552.136 of the Government Code.> The city must release the remaining
information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at hitps://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-
government/members-public/what-expect-after-ruling-issued or call the OAG’s Open
Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable
charges for providing public information under the Public Information Act may be directed
to the Cost Rules Administrator of the OAG, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

. L. Coggeshall
Assjstant Attorney General
Open Records Division
JLC/mo

Ref: ID# 786344

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

2As our ruling is dispositive, we do not address the other argument of the city to withhold this information.



