
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENER.AL OF TEXAS 

March 5, 2019 

Ms. Courtney R. Crosby 
Public Information Assistant Coordinator 
Dallas Independent School District 
9400 North Central Expressway 
Dallas, Texas 75231 

Dear Ms. Crosby: 

OR2019-06102 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 753425 (Ref. Nos. R017843-120518, R017870-121418). 

The Dallas Independent School District (the "district") received two requests from the same 
requestor for the report and video recordings pertaining to a specified incident. You claim 
the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.103 
of the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted representative sample of information. 1 

Initially, we note the United States Department of Education Family Policy Compliance 
Office has informed this officethe Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERP A"), 
section 1232g of title 20 of the United States Code, does not permit state and local 
educational authorities to disclose to this office, without parental or an adult student's 
consent, unredacted, personally identifiable information contained in education records for 

1 We assume that the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this 
office. 
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the purpose of our review in the open records ruling process under the Act.2 Consequently, 
state and local educational authorities that receive a request for education records from a 
member of the public under the Act must not submit education records to this office in 
unredacted form, that is, in a form in which "personally identifiable information" is 
disclosed. See 34 C.F.R. § 99.3 (defining "personally identifiable information"); see also 
Open Records Decision No. 224 (1979) (student's handwritten comments protected under 
FERP A because they would make identity of student easily traceable through handwriting, 
style of expression, or particular incidents related in the comments). We note FERP A is not 
applicable to records that were created by a law enforcement unit of an educational agency 
or institution for a law enforcement purpose and that are maintained by the law enforcement 
unit. See 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(a)(4)(B)(ii); 34 C.F.R. §§ 99.3.8. The district does not indicate, 
however, whether any of the submitted information is maintained exclusively by the 
department. Therefore, to the extent the submitted information is maintained by a 
component of the district other than the department, such records are subject to FERPA. The 
district has submitted redacted education records for our review. Because our office is 
prohibited from reviewing these education records to determine whether appropriate 
redactions under FERPA have been made, we will not address the applicability ofFERPA 
to any of the submitted records. See 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(a)(l)(A); 34 C.F.R. § 99.3; see also 
Equal Employment Opportunity Comm'n v. City o_(Orange, Tex., 905 F. Supp. 381,382 
(E.D. Tex. 1995) (holding FERPA prevails over inconsistent provision of state law). Such 
determinations under FERP A must be made by the educational authority in possession of the 
education records. However, we will consider the submitted arguments against disclosure 
of the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses information protected by other statutes, such 
as section 58.008 of the Family Code. Section 58.008 of the Family Code provides, in part: 

(b) Except as provided by Subsection ( d), law enforcement records 
concerning a child and information concerning a child that are stored by 
electronic means or otherwise and from which a record could be generated 
may not be disclosed to the public and shall be: 

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult 
records; 

(2) if maintained electronically in the same computer system as adult 
records, accessible only under controls that are separate and distinct 
from the controls to access electronic data concerning adults; and 

2A copy of this letter may be found on the Office of the Attorney General's website at 
https://www.texasattomeygeneral.gov/s ites/defau lt/fi les/fi les/d ivis ions/open-government/200607? 5-U SDO E 
-FERPA.pdf 
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(3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state 
or federal depository, except as provided by Subsection ( c) or 
Subchapter B, D, or E. 

( d) Law enforcement records concerning a child may be inspected or copied 
by: 

(1) ajuvenilejustice agency, as defined by Section 58.101; 

(2) a criminal justice agency, as defined by Section 411.082, 
Government Code; 

(3) the child; or 

(4) the child's parent or guardian. 

( e) Before a child or a child's parent or guardian may inspect or copy a record 
concerning the child under Subsection ( d), the custodian of the record shall 
redact: 

(2) any information that is excepted from required disclosure under 
[the Act], or any other law. 

Fam. Code § 58.008(b ); see also id. § 51.03( a) ( defining "delinquent conduct" for purposes 
of title 3 of Family Code). Section 58.008(b) is applicable to records of juvenile conduct that 
occurred before, on, or after September 1, 2017. See Act of May 28, 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., 
ch. 746, § 22, 2017 Tex. Sess. Law Serv. 3173, 3187. The juvenile must have been at least 
10 years old and less than 17 years of age when the conduct occurred. See Fam. Code 
§ 51.02(2) (defining "child" for purposes of title 3 of Family Code). We find the submitted 
information involves a juvenile offender, so as to fall within the scope of section 58.008(b). 
In this instance, however, the requestor is the representative of the juvenile offender. As 
such, the requestor has a right to inspect juvenile law enforcement records concerning this 
juvenile pursuant to section 58.008(d) of the Family Code. See id. § 58.008(d). Section 
58.008( e )(2) provides that information subject to any other exception to disclosure under the 
Act or other law must also be redacted. See id. § 58.008( e )(2). Thus, we will consider your 
arguments against disclosure of the submitted information. 

Section 552.103 of the Government Code provides as follows: 

(a) Information is excepted from [required public disclosure] if it is 
information relating to litigation of a civil or criminal nature to which the 
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state or a political subdivision is or may be a party or to which an officer or 
employee of the state or a political subdivision, as a consequence of the 
person's office or employment, is or may be a party. 

( c) Information relating to litigation involving a governmental body or an 
officer or employee of a governmental body is excepted from disclosure 
under Subsection ( a) only if the litigation is pending or reasonably anticipated 
on the date that the requestor applies to the officer for public information for 
access to or duplication of the information. 

Gov't Code§ 552.103(a), (c). A governmental body has the burden of providing relevant 
facts and documents to show that the section 552.103(a) exception is applicable in a 
particular situation. The test for meeting this burden is a showing that (1) litigation was 
pending or reasonably anticipated on the date the governmental body received the request for 
information, and (2) the information at issue is related to that litigation. Univ. of Tex. Law 
Sch. v. Tex. Legal Found., 958 S.W.2d479, 481 (Tex. App.-Austin 1997,orig. proceeding); 
Heard v. Houston Post Co., 684 S.W.2d 210, 212 (Tex. App.-Houston [1st Dist.] 1984, 
writ ref d n.r.e.); Open Records Decision No. 551 at 4 (1990). A governmental body must 
meet both prongs of this test for information to be excepted under section 552.103(a). 

To establish litigation is reasonably anticipated, a governmental body· must provide this 
office with "concrete evidence showing the claim that litigation may ensue is more than mere 
conjecture." Open Records Decision No. 452 at 4 (1986). Whether litigation is reasonably 
anticipated must be determined on a case-by-case basis. See id. Concrete evidence to 
support a claim litigation is reasonably anticipated may include, for example, the 
governmental body's receipt of a letter containing a specific threat to sue the governmental 
body from an attorney for a potential opposing party.3 See Open Records Decision No. 555 
(1990); see also Open Records Decision No. 518 at 5 (1989) (litigation must be "realistically 
contemplated"). On the other hand, this office has determined that if an individual publicly 
threatens to bring suit against a governmental body, but does not actually take objective steps 
toward filing suit, litigation is not reasonably anticipated. See Open Records Decision 
No. 331 (1982). Further, the fact a potential opposing party has hired an attorney who makes 
a request for information does not establish litigation is reasonably anticipated. See Open 
Records Decision No. 361 (1983). 

3ln addition, this office has concluded litigation was reasonably anticipated when the potential 
opposing party took the following objective steps toward litigation: filed a complaint with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, see Open Records Decision No. 336 (I 982); hired an attorney who 
made a demand for disputed payments and threatened to sue if the payments were not made promptly, see Open 
Records Decision No. 346 (1982); and threatened to sue on several occasions and hired an attorney, see Open 
Records Decision No. 288 (1981 ). 
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You state the district received a letter from the requestor, who is an attorney representing the 
named individual. However, we note the letter at issue was received after the date on which 
the city received the requests for information. Furthermore, you have not provided any 
further arguments or explanation regarding why the district reasonably anticipated litigation 
on the date of the request. Accordingly, you have failed to demonstrate the district 
reasonably anticipated litigation on the date it received the request. Therefore, the district 
may not withhold any of the submitted information under section 552.103 of the Government 
Code. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes, such as 
section 418.182 of the Government Code, which was added to chapter 418 of the 
Government Code as part of the Texas Homeland Security Act. Section 418.182 provides 
in part: 

(a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (c), information, including 
access codes and passwords, in the possession of a governmental entity that 
relates to the specifications, operating procedures, or location of a security 
system used io protect public or private property from an act of terrorism or 
related criminal activity is confidential. 

Id. § 418. l 82(a). The fact information may generally be related to a security system does not 
make the information per se confidential under section 418.182. See Open Records Decision 
No. 649 at 3 (1996) (language of confidentiality provision controls scope of its protection). 
Furthermore, the mere recitation by a governmental body of a statute's key terms is not 
sufficient to demonstrate the applicability of a claimed provision. As with any 
confidentiality provision, a governmental body asserting section 418.182 must adequately 
explain how the responsive information falls within the scope of the statute. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.30l(e)(l)(A) (governmental body must explain how claimed exception to disclosure 
applies). 

You state the surveillance cameras at issue are part of the district's security system, and the 
submitted surveillance camera footage reveals the location, video quality and clarity, and 
camera angles of the surveillance cameras. You further state the surveillance cameras at 
issue are "used to protect public or private property from an act of terrorism or related 
criminal activity." Based on your representations and our review, we conclude the submitted 
surveillance camera footage is related to the specifications, operating procedures, or location 
of a security system used to protect public property from an act of terrorism or related 
criminal activity. See Tex. Dep 't of Pub. Safety v. Abbott, 310 S.W.3d 670 (Tex. 
App.-Austin 2010, no pet.) (recorded images necessarily relate to specifications of security 
system that recorded them, and thus, are confidential under section 418.182). Accordingly, 
the district must withhold the submitted surveillance camera footage under section 552.101 
of the Government Code in conjunction with section 418.182(a) of the Government Code. 
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Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses the doctrine of common-law 
privacy. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976). 
Under the common-law right of privacy, an individual has a right to be free from the 
publicizing of private affairs in which the public has no legitimate concern. Id. at 682. The 
court of appeals has concluded public citizens' dates of birth are protected by common-law 
privacy pursuant to section 552.l 01. Paxton v. City of Dallas, No. 03-13-00546-CV, 2015 
WL 3394061, at *3 (Tex. App.-Austin May 22, 2015, pet. denied) (mem. op.). We note 
the requestor has a right of access to his client's date of birth. See Gov't Code§ 552.023(a) 
("person or a person's authorized representative has special right of access, beyond right of 
general public, to information held by governmental body that relates to person and that is 
protected from public disclosure by laws intended to protect that person's privacy interests"); 
Open Records Decision No. 481 at 4 ( 1987) (privacy theories not implicated when individual 
requests information concerning herself). Thus, the district must withhold the dates of birth 
we have marked under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
common-law privacy. 

Section 552.1175 of the Government Code protects the home address, home telephone 
number, emergency contact information, date of birth, social security number, and family 
member information of certain individuals, when that information is held by a governmental 
body in a non-employment capacity and the individual elects to keep the information 
confidential.4 Gov't Code§ 552.1175. Section 552.1175 applies, in part, to "peace officers 
as defined by Article 2.12, Code of Criminal Procedure[.]" Id. § 552.l 175(a)(l). 
Section 5 52.117 5 also encompasses a personal cellular telephone number, unless the cellular 
telephone service is paid for by a governmental body. See Open Records Decision No. 506 
at 5-6 (1988). Thus, to the extent the information we have marked relates to a currently 
licensed peace officer who elects to restrict access to this information in accordance with 
section 552.l 175(b), it must be withheld from disclosure under section 552.1175 of the 
Government Code; however, the cellular telephone number may only be withheld under 
section 552.1175 if a governmental body does not pay for the cellular service. If the 
individual whose information is at issue is not currently a licensed peace officer or does not 
elect to restrict access to the information in accordance with section 5 52.117 5(b ), the marked 
information may not be withheld under section 552.1175. 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides information relating to a motor vehicle 
operator's license, driver's license, motor vehicle title or registration, or personal 
identification document issued by an agency of this state or another state or country is 
excepted from public release. See Gov't Code § 552.130. Accordingly, the district must 
withhold the motor vehicle record information we have marked under section 552.130 of the 
Government Code. 

4The Office of the Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions on behalf of a governmental body, 
but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 (1987), 480 (1987), 4 70 
(1987). 
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In summary, the district must withhold the submitted surveillance camera footage 
under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 418.182(a) of 
the Government Code. The district must withhold the dates of birth we have marked under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with common-law privacy. To the 
extent the information we have marked relates to a currently licensed peace officer who 
elects to restrict access to this information in accordance with section 552. l l 75(b ), it must 
be withheld from disclosure under section 552.1175 of the Government Code; however, the · 
cellular telephone number may only be withheld under section 552.1175 if a governmental 
body does not pay for the cellular service. The district must withhold the motor vehicle 
record information we have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code. The 
district must release the remaining information.5 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

~ffin 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

MLC/jxd 

Ref: ID# 753425 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

5Because the requestor has a right of access to the information, the district must again seek a decision 
from this office if it receives a request for this information from a different requestor. See Fam. Code 
§ 58.00S(d). 


