
January 28, 2019 

Lieutenant Luis Martinez 
Laredo Police Department 
4712 Maher Avenue 
Laredo, Texas 78041 

Dear Lt. Martinez: 

KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

OR2019-02476 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 754643 (PIR #W010994-121018). 

The Laredo Police Department (the "department") received a request for the requestor's 
psychological examination results. You claim the submitted information is excepted from 
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. 1 We have considered the 
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code§ 552.101. This section encompasses section 611.002 of the Health and Safety Code, 
which provides, in part, as follows: 

(a) Communications between a patient and a professional, and records of the 
identity, diagnosis, evaluation, or treatment of a patient that are created or 
maintained by a professional, are confidential. 

(b) Confidential communications or records may not be disclosed except as 
provided by Section 611.004 or 611.0045. 

1We note, and you acknowledge, the department failed to comply with the procedural requirements 
of section 552.301 of the Government Code in requesting a decision from this office. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.301(b), (e). Nonetheless, section 552.101 of the Government Code can provide a compelling reason to 
overcome the presumption of openness caused by failure to comply with section 552.301. See id. §§ 552.007, 
.302. Thus, we will address the applicability of this exception to the submitted information, notwithstanding 
the department's violation of section 552.30 I in requesting this decision. 
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Health & Safety Code § 61 l.002(a)-(b); see id. § 611.001 (defining "patient" and 
"professional"). Upon review, we find the submitted information consists of mental health 
records that are subject to chapter 611 of the Health and Safety Code. Therefore, the 
department must withhold the submitted information under section 552.101 of the 
Government Code in conjunction with section 611.002 of the Health and Safety Code.2 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Kieran Hillis 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

KH/gw 

Ref: ID# 754643 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 

2We note this ruling does not affect an individual's right of access to his or her own mental health 
records from the professional who provided treatment under chapter 611 of the Health and Safety Code. See 
Health & Safety Code§ 61 l.004(a)(3); cf Abbott v. Tex. State Bd of Pharmacy, 391 S.W.3d 253 (Tex. 
App.-Austin 2012, no pet.) (MPA does not provide general right of access to medical records from 
governmental body responding to a request for information under the Public Information Act). 


