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KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

January 3, 2019

~ Ms. DeAndrea Bradford
Assistant City Attorney
Arlington Police Department
P.O. Box 1065

Arlington, Texas 76004-1065

OR2019-00200
Dear Ms. Bradford:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 747040 (ORR# 67320).

The Arlington Police Department (the “department”) received a request for fourteen
categories of information pertaining to a specified incident. You state you released some
information. You state the department will redact certain information pursuant to section
552.130(c) of the Government Code." You claim the submitted information is excepted from
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample of information.’

Generally, the Act authorizes the Office of the Attorney General to render decisions and
opinions in two situations. The first occurs when a governmental body receives a written
request for information from an individual or entity acting as a member of the public and
requests a ruling from this office because the governmental body wishes to withhold
responsive information in accordance with one of the Act’s exceptions to disclosure. See

'Section 552.130(c) of the Government Code allows a governmental body to redact the information
described in section 552.130(a) without the necessity of seeking a decision from the attorney general. See Gov’t
Code § 552.130(c). Ifa governmental body redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in accordance
with section 552.130(e). See id. § 552.130(d), (e). '

*We assume the “representative sample” of records submitted to this office is truly representative of
the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the
extent those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office.
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Gov’t Code §§ 552.301, .306. The second situation occurs when this office issues
“materials, including detailed and comprehensive written decisions and opinions, that relate

to or are based on [the Act]” in order to “maintain uniformity in the application, operation,
and interpretation of [the Act.]” Id § 552.011.

The submitted information consists of officers’ body worn camera recordings. Body worn
cameras are subject to chapter 1701 of the Occupations Code. Chapter 1701 provides the
procedures a requestor must follow when seeking a body worn camera recording.
Section 1701.661(a) provides:

A member of the public is required to provide the following information
when submitting a written request to a law enforcement agency for
information recorded by a body worn camera:

(1) the date and approximate time of the recording;
(2) the specific location where the recording occurred; and

(3) the name of one or more persons known to be a subject of the
recording.

Occ. Code § 1701.661(a). In this instance, the requestor does not give the requisite
information under section 1701.661(a). As the requestor did not properly request the body
worn camera recordings at issue pursuant to chapter 1701, our ruling does not reach this
information and it need not be released.> However, pursuant to section 1701.661(b), a
“failure to provide all the information required by Subsection (a) to be part of a request for
recorded information does not preclude the requestor from making a future request for the
same recorded information.” Id. § 1701.661(b). We therefore consider this matter closed.
If you have any questions with regard to this letter, please refer to ID# 747040.

Sincerely,

Emily Buchanan
Attorney
Open Records Division

EB/mo

*As we are able to make this determination, we need not address your argument.
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Ref: ID# 747040
Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



