KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

June 27, 2017

Ms. Katie Leininger
Assistant City Attorney
City of Pearland

3519 Liberty Drive
Pearland, Texas 77581

OR2017-14243
Dear Ms. Leininger:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act™), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 664388.

The City of Pearland (the “city”) received a request for campaign finance reports of three
named individuals since 2013. The city claims some of the submitted information is
excepted from disclosure under section 552.117 of the Government Code. We have
considered the claimed exception and reviewed the submitted representative sample of
information.'

Section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure the home address
and telephone number, social security number, emergency contact information, and family
member information of a current or former official or employee of a governmental body who
requests this information be kept confidential under section 552.024 of the Government
Code. Gov’t Code § 552.117(a)(1); Open Records Decision No. 622 (1994). However,
section 552.117 applies only to records that a governmental body holds in an employment
capacity. See Open Record Decision Nos. 532 (1989) (purpose of predecessor to

'We assume the “representative sample” of records submitted to this office is truly representative of
the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the
extent those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office.
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section 552.117 is to protect certain information during and after employment
relationship), 530 (1989) (discussing interplay between sections 552.024 and 552.117), 455
(1987). The information at issue constitutes election records that the city maintains in
accordance with the Election Code, and not in an employment capacity. See Election Code
§8§ 254.031, .061, .091. Thus, the city may not withhold any of the submitted information
under section 552.117(a)(1) of the Government Code. Accordingly, the city must release the
submitted information. ‘

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/
orl ruling_info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Jam
Assigtant Attorney General
Open Records Division
JLC/bw

Ref: ID# 664388

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



