
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

June 26, 2017 

Mr. Ron G. MacF arlane, Jr. 
Counsel for the City of Cedar Hill 
The MacFarlane Firm 
400 East Royal Lane, Suite 290 
Irving, Texas 7 5 0 3 9 

Dear Mr. MacFarlane: 

OR2017-14227 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 670207. 

The City of Cedar Hill (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for information 
related to a specified city council meeting. You state the city has released some information 
to the requestor. You claim the request is not a proper request because it requires the city to 
answer questions. We have considered your argument. 

Generally, the Act authorizes the Office of the Attorney General to render decisions and 
opinions in two situations. The first occurs when a governmental body receives a written 
request for information from an individual or entity acting as a member of the public and 
requests a ruling from this office because the governmental body wishes to withhold 
responsive information in accordance with one of the Act's exceptions to disclosure. See id. 
§ 552.301. The second situation occurs when this office issues "materials, including detailed 
and comprehensive written decisions and opinions, that relate to or are based on [the Act]" 
in order to "maintain uniformity in the application, operation, and interpretation of 
[the Act.]" Id. § 552.011. 

In responding to a request for information under the Act, a governmental body is not required 
to answer factual questions, conduct legal research, or disclose information that did not exist 
at the time the request was received. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 
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S.W.2d 266 (Tex.Civ.App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); Open Records Decision 
Nos. 563 at 8 (1990), 555 at 1-2 (1990). We note the requestor has asked the city to answer 
questions. Therefore, because this situation falls outside of the Act and beyond the scope of 
this office's authority to render a decision, we consider this matter closed. If you have any 
questions with regard to this letter, please refer to ID# 670207. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Neal 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

TN/tdw 

Ref: ID# 670207 

c: Requestor 


