ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

May 23, 2017

Mr. Thomas Gilliland

Public Information Officer
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
1200 Baker Street, 2™ Floor
Houston, Texas 77002-1206

OR2017-11274
Dear Mr. Gilliland:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 665424 (HCSO File No. 17S08001382), (Tracking No. P009227-042817).

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office (the “sheriff’s office™) received a request for a specified
incident report. You state you will release some information to the requestor. You claim the
submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Government
Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.
We have also received and considered comments from the requestor. See Gov’t Code
§ 552.304 (providing that interested party may submit comments stating why information
should or should not be released).

Section 552.108(a)(1) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “[i]nformation held
by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or
prosecution of crime . . . if . . . release of the information would interfere with the detection,
investigation, or prosecution of crimel[.]” Id. § 552.108(a)(1). A governmental body that
claims an exception to disclosure under section 552.108(a)(1) must explain how and why this
exception is applicable to the information at issue. See id. §§ 552.108(a)(1), .301(e)}(1)(A);
Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state the submitted information relates
to apending criminal investigation and prosecution. Based upon your representation and our
review, we find section 552.108(a)(1) is applicable to the submitted information. See
Houston Chronicle Publ’g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ.
App.—Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates law enforcement interests that are
present in active cases), writ ref’d n.r.e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976).
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