KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

April 25, 2017

Mr. John S. Schneider

First Assistant City Attorney
City of Pasadena

P.O. Box 672

Pasadena, Texas 77501-0672

OR2017-08674

Dear Mr. Schneider:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 661705 (ORR # SL1718).

The City of Pasadena (the “city”) received a request for names and email addresses of people
included in a specified distribution list. Youclaim that the requested information is excepted
from disclosure under sections 552.101, 552.102, and 552.137 of the Government Code. We
have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “an e-mail address of a
member of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with
a governmental body” unless the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection (c). See id. § 552.137(a)-(c).
Section 552.137 does not apply to an institutional e-mail address, the general e-mail address
of a business, an e-mail address of a person who has a contractual relationship with a
governmental body, an e-mail address of a vendor who seeks to contract with a governmental
body, an e-mail address maintained by a governmental entity for one of its officials or
employees, or an e-mail address provided to a governmental body on a letterhead. See id.
§ 552.137(c). Upon review, we find the city must withhold the personal e-mail addresses
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you marked under section 552.137 of the Government Code, unless the owners affirmatively
consent to their public disclosure.’

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.
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'As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argument against disclosure.



