
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNH GENERAL Of' T EXAS 

April 5, 2017 

Mr. Ryan D. Pittman 
Counsel for the City of Wylie 
Abernathy, Roeder, Boyd & Hullett, P.C. 
1700 Redbud Boulevard, Suite 300 
McKinney, Texas 75070-1210 

Dear Mr. Pittman: 

OR2017-07083 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 658881. 

The City of Wylie (the "city"), which you represent, received a request for traffic studies and 
accident reports pertaining to specified locations. 1 The city states it has released some of the 
requested information. The city claims the submitted information is excepted from 
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exception the city claims and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." 
Gov't Code§ 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses information subject to chapter 550 of 
the Transportation Code. Section 550.065 applies only to a written report of an accident 
required under section 550.061, 550.062, or 601.004. See Transp. Code § 550.065(a)(l ). 
Chapter 550 requires the creation of a written report when the accident resulted in injury to 

1You state the city sought and received clarification of the information requested. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.222 (providing if request for information is unclear, governmental body may ask requestor to clarify 
request); see also City of Dallas v. Abbott, 304 S. W.3d 3 80, 387 (Tex. 20 I 0) (holding that when a governmental 
entity, acting in good faith, requests clarification or narrowing of an unclear or overbroad request for 
information, the ten-day period to request an attorney general ruling is measured from the date the request is 
clarified or narrowed). 
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or the death of a person or damage to the property of any person to the apparent extent of 
$1 ,000 or more. Id.§§ 550.061 (operator' s accident report), .062 (officer' s accident report). 
An accident report is privileged and for the confidential use of the Texas Department of 
Transportation or a local governmental agency of Texas that has use for the information for 
accident prevention purposes. Id. § 550.065(b). We note in 2015, the Texas legislature 
amended section 550.065. See Act ofJune 1, 2015, 84th Leg. , R.S., ch. 936. § 1, 2015 Tex. 
Sess. Law Serv. 3256 (Vernon) (codified at Transp. Code§ 550.065). Thus, the language 
of section 550.065 is not as quoted by the city. The current language of section 550.065 
states a governmental entity shall release an accident report in accordance with subsections 
(c) and (c-1). Id.§ 550.065(c), (c-1). Section 550.065(c) provides a governmental entity 
shall release an accident report to a person or entity listed under this subsection. Id. 
§ 550.065( c ). 

In this instance, the requestor is not a person listed under section 550.065( c ). Thus, the 
requested accident reports are confidential under section 550.065(b), and the city must 
withhold them under section 552.101 of the Government Code. However, 
section 550.065(c-l) requires the city to create a redacted accident report that may be 
requested by any person. Id. § 550.065( c-1 ). The redacted accident report may not include 
the information listed in subsection (t)(2). Id. Therefore, the requestor has a right of access 
to the redacted accident reports. Thus, the city must release the redacted accident reports 
pursuant to section 550.065(c-1) of the Transportation Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
or! ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General ' s Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

VOYLL 'YV/~8L 
Claire V. Morris Sloan 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

CVMS/som 
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Ref: ID# 658881 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requester 
(w/o enclqsures) 


