ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

February 8, 2017

Ms. LeAnn M. Quinn
City Secretary

City of Cedar Park

450 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

OR2017-02821

Dear Ms. Quinn:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 644949 (Reference# 17-172).

The Cedar Park Police Department (the “department”) received a request for information
pertaining to a vehicle accident involving the requestor. You state the department does not
have information responsive to parts of the request.’ You further state the department has
released some information. You claim the submitted body worn camera recordings were not
properly requested pursuant to section 1701.661 of the Occupations Code. We have
considered the submitted argument and reviewed the submitted information.

Generally, the Act authorizes the Office of the Attorney General to render decisions and
opinions in two situations. The first occurs when a governmental body receives a written
request for information from an individual or entity acting as a member of the public and
requests a ruling from this office because the governmental body wishes to withhold
responsive information in accordance with one of the Act’s exceptions to disclosure. See
Gov’t Code §§ 552.301, .306. The second situation occurs when this office issues
“materials, including detailed and comprehensive written decisions and opinions, that relate

"The Act does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when a request
for information was received or to prepare new information in response to a request. See Econ. Opportunities
Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266, 267-68 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1978, writ dism’d);
Open Records Decision Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 (1983).
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to or are based on [the Act]” in order to “maintain uniformity in the application, operation,
and interpretation of [the Act.]” Id § 552.011.

The submitted information consists of police officers’ body worn camera recordings. Body
worn cameras are subject to chapter 1701 of the Occupations Code. Chapter 1701 provides
the procedures a requestor must follow when seeking a body worn camera recording.
Section 1701.661(a) provides:

A member of the public is required to provide the following information
when submitting a written request to a law enforcement agency for
information recorded by a body worn camera:

(1) the date and approximate time of the recording;
(2) the specific location where the recording occurred; and

(3) the name of one or more persons known to be a subject of the
recording.

Occ. Code § 1701.661(a). In this instance, the requestor does not give the requisite
information under section 1701.661(a). As the requestor did not properly request the body
worn camera recordings pursuant to chapter 1701, our ruling does not reach this information
and it need not be released. However, pursuant to section 1701.661(b), a “failure to provide
all the information required by Subsection (a) to be part of arequest for recorded information
does not preclude the requestor from making a future request for the same recorded
information.” Id. § 1701.661(b). We therefore consider this matter closed. If you have any
questions with regard to this letter, please refer to ID# 6449495.

Sincerel

[

!

Ramsey A. Abarca
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
RAA/som

Ref: ID# 644949

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



