
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This ruling has been modified by court action. 
The ruling and judgment can be viewed in PDF 

format below. 
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KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

February 11, 2016 

Ms. Melisa E. Meyler 
Counsel for Irving Independent School District 
Thompson & Horton LLP 
Phoenix Tower, Suite 2000 
3200 Southwest Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77027-7554 

Dear Ms. Meyler: 

OR2016-03385 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 597951. 

The Irving Independent School District (the "district"), which you represent, received a 
request for any inquiry from the United States Department of Justice (the "DOJ") pertaining 
to a named individual. You claim the submitted information is excepted from disclosure 
under sections 552.103 and 552.114 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

The United States Department of Education Family Policy Compliance Office (the "DOE") 
has informed this office the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERP A"), 20 
U.S.C. § 1232g, does not permit state and local educational authorities to disclose to this 
office, without parental consent, unredacted, personally identifiable information contained 
in education records for the purpose of our review in the open records ruling process under 
the Act. 1 Consequently, state and local educational authorities that receive a request for 
education records from a member of the public under the Act must not submit education 
records to this office in unredacted form, that is, in a form in which "personally identifiable 

1A copy of this letter may be found on the Office of the Attorney General's website: 
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/20060725usdoe.pdf. 

Post Office Box 12548, .Austin, Texas 78711-2548 • (512) 463-2100 • www.texasattorneygeneral.gov 

SDK
Text Box
The ruling you have requested has been amended as a result of litigation and has been attached to this document.



Ms. Melisa E. Meyler - Page 2 

information" is disclosed. See 34 C.F .R. § 99 .3 ( defining "personally identifiable 
information"). You claim the submitted information is protected by FERP A and have 
submitted unredacted education records for our review. Because our office is prohibited 
from reviewing these records to determine the applicability of FERP A, we will not address 
its applicability to any of the responsive information. Such determinations under FERP A 
must be made by the district. Likewise, we do not address your argument under 
section 552.114 of the Government Code. See Gov't Code §§ 552.026 (incorporating 
FERPA into Act),.114 (excepting from disclosure "student records"); Open Records 
Decision No. 539 (1990) (determining same analysis applies under section 552.114 of 
Government Code and FERP A). However, we will address your remaining arguments 
against disclosure of the submitted information. 

The district asserts the responsive information is protected by section 552(b)(7) of title 5 of 
the United States Code, the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"). We note FOIA is 
applicable to information held by an agency of the federal government. In this instance, the 
information at issue is held by the district, which is subject to the laws of the State of Texas. 
See Attorney General Opinion MW-95 (1979) (FOIA exceptions apply to federal agencies, 
not to state agencies); Open Records Decision Nos. 496 (1988), 124 (1976); see also 
Davidson v. Georgia, 622 F.2d 895, 897 (5th Cir. 1980) (state governments are not subject 
to FOIA); Open Records Decision No. 561 at 7 n.3 (1990) (noting federal authorities may 
apply confidentiality principles found in FOIA differently from way in which such principles 
are applied under Texas open records law). This office has stated in numerous opinions that 
information in the possession of a governmental body of the State of Texas is not 
confidential or excepted from disclosure merely because the same information is or would 
be confidential in the hands of a federal agency. See, e.g., Attorney General Opinion MW-9 5 
(neither FOIA nor federal Privacy Act of 1974 applies to records held by state or local 
governmental bodies in Texas); ORD 124 (fact that information held by federal agency is 
excepted by FOIA does not necessarily mean that same information is excepted under Act 
when held by Texas governmental body). Thus, the district may not withhold the submitted 
information on the basis of FOIA. 

Section 552.103 of the Government Code provides in relevant part as follows: 

(a) Information is excepted from [required public disclosure] if it is 
information relating to litigation of a civil or criminal nature to which the 
state or a political subdivision is or may be a party or to which an officer or 
employee of the state or a political subdivision, as a consequence of the 
person's office or employment, is or may be a party. 

( c) Information relating to litigation involving a governmental body or an 
officer or employee of a governmental body is excepted from disclosure 
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under Subsection ( a) only if the litigation is pending or reasonably anticipated 
on the date that the requester applies to the officer for public information for 
access to or duplication of the information. 

Gov't Code§ 552.103(a), (c). The governmental body has the burden of providing relevant 
facts and documents to show the section 552.103(a) exception is applicable in a particular 
situation. The test for meeting this burden is a showing that (1) litigation is pending or 
reasonably anticipated on the date the governmental body received the request for 
information and (2) the information at issue is related to that litigation. Univ. of Tex. Law 
Sch. v. Tex. Legal Found., 958 S.W.2d479, 481 (Tex.App.-Austin 1997, orig. proceeding); 
Heard v. Houston Post Co., 684 S.W.2d 210, 212 (Tex. App.-Houston [1st Dist.] 1984, 
writ ref d n.r.e.); Open Records Decision No. 551 at 4 (1990). The governmental body must 
meet both prongs of this test for information to be excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.103(a). 

The question of whether litigation is reasonably anticipated must be determined on a 
case-by-case basis. See Open Records Decision No. 452 at 4 (1986). To demonstrate 
litigation is reasonably anticipated, the governmental body must furnish concrete evidence 
that litigation involving a specific matter is realistically contemplated and is more than mere 
conjecture. Id. Concrete evidence to support a claim that litigation is reasonably anticipated 
may include, for example, an attorney for a potential opposing party making a demand for 
payment and asserting an intent to sue if such payments are not made. Open Records 
Decision Nos. 555 at 3 (1990), 346 (1982). Further, concrete evidence to support a claim 
that litigation is reasonably anticipated may also include the governmental body's receipt of 
a letter containing a specific threat to sue the governmental body from an attorney for a 
potential opposing party. ORD 555 (1990); see Open Records Decision No. 518 at 5 (1989) 
(litigation must be "realistically contemplated"). In addition, this office has concluded 
litigation was reasonably anticipated when the potential opposing party threatened to sue on 
several occasions and hired an attorney. See Open Records Decision No. 288 at 2 (1981). 
However, an individual publicly threatening to bring suit against a governmental body, but 
who does not actually take objective steps toward filing suit, is not concrete evidence that 
litigation is reasonably anticipated. See Open Records Decision No. 331 at 1-2 (1982). 

You contend the submitted information relates to litigation the district reasonably anticigated 
on the date it received the instant request. In support of your argument you state, and submit 
documentation showing, before the date of the request, the district received a letter from the 
Educational Opportunities Section of the Civil Rights Division of the DOJ notifying the 
district the DOJ received a complaint alleging discrimination against a district student under 
Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. See 42 U.S.C. § 2000c et seq. Further, you state, 
after the date the district received the present request for information, the district received 
a demand letter from an attorney for private individuals threatening litigation pertaining to 
the incident that is the subject of the DOJ inquiry. However, you do not inform our office 
that, at the time the district received the present request, anyone had taken any concrete steps 
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toward the initiation of litigation regarding this matter. Consequently, we find you have 
failed to demonstrate the district reasonably anticipated litigation when it received the present 
request for information. As such, we conclude the district may not withhold the submitted 
information under section 552.103. As no further exceptions to disclosure have been raised, 
the district must release the submitted information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities 
of the governmental body and of the requestor. For more information 
concerning those rights and responsibilities, please visit our website at 
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the 
Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions 
concerning the allowable charges for providing public information under the Act may be 
directed to the Office of the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Cole Hutchison 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

CH/bhf 

Ref: ID# 597951 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 



CauseNo~ D-1-GN-16"".000820 
.. 

filed in The District Court 
of Travis County, Texas 

FEB 2 1 2019 
At~~~~'"""'-,;::~li/l. 
Velva L. Price, District lerk 

IRVINGINDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, . -

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§, 

INT. REDISTRICT.COURT - • .... I' . 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

I~ 
1: 

KEN J>:AXTON,-ATI'ORNEYGENERAL 
OFTEXl\S, 

53rd JUDICfAL DISTRICT 

1· 

i, 
". 1: -

Defendant. TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

AGREED FINAi.JUDGMENT 
I . . ·. . . i: 

Thiscaus~ isan actiQnunderthe.Public Inf~tmationAct(r~), Tex.Gov'tCode.ch. 

552, Jn which the:Jrving Independent Schoql I)istri<!t(lrvjng IrD) sought to withhold 

certain infomiatfon. All matters in c9ntroversy between P14i,ntiff, lrong ISD~ and 

Defendant,. Keil Paxton, Altor!}ey Gepenil .of ·T- (:Attorn+ ·General), have been 

resolved by settlement, a 9opy·_of which Js attaf;hed hereto as Exliibit "A'', and the p'arties 
. . . . . ~ 

agree to the entry and filing of an Agreed Fint1l Judgment. Ii 
I 
I 

T~as Government Code section 552~325(d) requires the Cpurtto allow arequestor 
I 

. 1 
a rea~oll~hle perie>d-of time to intervene after notice is attempted f y theAUorneyGeneral. 

. . I 
TheAttorney General representstothe Court that, in.compliance \with Te,cas P<>v~mment 

. I; 
Qode se<!tion 552.32!5(cJ, the Attorney ~netal sent a certifiedle,edo therequest<>r, Mr . 

. -'CL \ . 
t\.yi $elk, on 1J.ID· . . . _ ,;:019, informing him of 'pe setting of this ~atter 

on the uncontested docket o.l"-t' Q1.t- f3.-. \ , l_2019, this-,Me; The 

·_ . . . . . ··.·. ·. . . . . . ..·. 1.. .. . .· 

requestor was informed of the parties' agreement that Irving ISD will have the right to 

withhoJa' the infotinaj:jon at. issue. The reque,;tor >V8S al,;o ~l'Illed of hi~ right to 
I' 

interve1,1e,i11 the ;5uit ·to contest the withhold,ing-of this·infonnatton. Verification of the 

certified mailing of this notification is attached as Exhibit f to this Agreed Final 

Judgment. f 

i @ 



The requestQr has not filed;a motion to intervene. 

After considering; the. agreement of the parties and the 1)aw, the Court is of the 

opinion that entry of an agreed final judgment is appropriate~: rusposing of all claims 
• ,. ,. . ,1 . -: 

~etween these-parties~ 
1 

• 

IT:IS THEREFORE ADJUDGED, ORDERED.AND DECLARED THAT= - . . .. . . . - \, 
,, 

. . . I, 

1_. Irvini ISD and the Attorney General have agreed that·in accordance with the PIA 

and under the facts presented, the information at issue is Jxcept~d from dis.closure 

pursuant to Texas Government Code secti9n 552.103; 

2. All court costand attorney fe¢s are tax~ci ~g;ainstthe, partts .1ncurring the. same; 

3. _All relief"not expressly gra11ted is denied; and 
I 

- • , I ' 

4. Thi$ Agreed:Fin~ Juqgn;ient finally disposes of all claim,s tpat are the subject of 
I 
1: 

this lawsuit hetw~n Irvi,ng ISD and the Attorney Generali and is a final judgment. 

Agreed Final Judgment 
Catis~Jifo; o:o:i:-0N~16-otio820 

', 

_JuPGE 

RIN CRUMP\: 
I' 



KIMBERLYFUCHS ....,.,. 
State Bar No. 24044140 
Assistant·Attorney.Genera:l 
Adtnini$trative Law Division 
P .. O. Box 12548, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
Telephone: (512) 47s,-4195 
Facsimile: (512) 320-0167 
Kimberly.Fuc~@oag.texas.gov 

ATIORNEYFOR'DEFENDANI't KENPAXfON 

KArim.YNEiioNG 
State Bar No. 24041679 
1'.hom.pson ~ Horton LLP 
Ross Tower 
500 Akard Street, Suite 3150 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Telephone: (972) 853-5115 
F~~imile: (972) 534-1645 
klong@thornpsorihorton.com 

ATIORNEY FOR.PLAINTIFF IRVINGISD 

Agreed FinalJudgrrient 
Cause ~o. D-1-GN-16-000820 





Cause No. D-1-GN-16-000820 

IRVING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DIS'.l'RICT, . 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

KENPAXI'ON,A'ITORNEYGENERAL 
OFTEXAS, 

Defendant. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

i 
I• 

53rd JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

TRAVIS cou~, TEXAS 
1· 

I' ,I 
I' SETI1D1ENTAGREEMENT 
:: 
I , 

·Thjs Settlement Agreement (Agreement) is made by .~d between the Irving 
. • ' I 

Independent School. District(llving ISO) and Ken Paxton, AttomJy General of Texas (the 
!· 

Attorney General). This Agreement is made on the tenns set forth below. 

Backp-ound 
r . 

This case was filed under the Public Information Act (PIA~, and challenges Open 
. . . ! 

Records Letter Rwing OR2016.-03385, in which the Open R~rds Division of the 

Attorney Gene~I (ORD) requiredthe release of the information ~~ issue in this lawsuit. 

.After this laW$uit was filed, Irving ISfi submitted information and briefing to the 
~ I 

I 

Attorney General establishing tb"-t Texas GQvernment Code sectior 552.103 applies to the 

infonnation at i1$sue, permitting Irving ISD to withhold it from di~closure. 

Texas Government Code section 552.325{c) allows the A#'.orney General to enter 
I· 

into settlement under which the information at issue in this la~~ mayb~withheld. The 

parties wish to resolve this matter without further litig~tion •. 

Terms 

For good and sufficient consideration, the receipt of which is acknowledged, the 

parties to this Agreement agree and stipulate that: 

Page 1 



1. 

- 2. 

Irving ISD _ and the Attorney General have agreed tijat ·in accorc:hmce with 
I ,, 

the· PIA and under the facts presented, the infotma~on ·at issue is excepted 

from d'isclosure pursuant to Texas Govemment'Code section 552.103. 

The Attorney General agrees that be will also nJtify the requestor, as 
II 

. - . I' ' 
required. by Texas Government Code section 552.3~5(c), of the proposed ,, 

seUleµient and of bis right to intervene to conlesf IJ;Vlllg ISD's right to 

withhold the information. 
I 

3. A final judgment entered in this lawsuit after a reque$tot inteivenes prevails 

over this Agreement to the extent of any conflict. :: 

4. _Each party to this Agreement will bear their own ~sts, including attorney 

fees rel~ting to this litigation. ·. 1: -

5,_ The terms oftbis Agreement are contractilal and not mere recitals, and the 
,, 

agreements contained herein and the mutual consid~ration transferred is to 

- compromise disputed claims fu,lly; and nothing in this Agreement shall 'be 
. !, . 

construed as an admission of fault or liabiUty, all ~ult and liability being 

expr~ly denied by all parties to this Agreement. 1

1 

i: 
6. Irving ISD warrants _that its undersigned representative is duly authorized 

to execµte this Agreement on its behalf and that its ~re$8ntative hes read • 

this Agreement ~d fully understands it to be a compromise and settlement 

and reiease of all claims that Irving ISD has against the Attorney General 
< • • 1' 

arising out of the matters described in this .Agreen:i~nt.; 
. t 

I' 

7~ The Attorney General warrants that his undersigned representative is duly 

autbori~to execute this Agreement on bt!half pf t]:ie ~ttomey General and 

his representative·has read this Agreement and fullr underst.ands it to be a 
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compromise and settlernent and release of all clapns that the Attorney 
i, 

General has against Irvin~ ISO arising out of tlie m~tters described in this 

Agreement. 
' 

8. This Agreement shall become effective, and be dee.J~d t~ have been 
1' 
I, 

executed, on the date on which the last of the undersigned parties sign this 
11 

Agreement. 

-IRVING-INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

By: !::m~~U;...1~,4Mi.11.,1!~~ 
name:. Ma· a Hernandez 
titl~: Acting Superintendent of S 

Irving ISO 

Date: le ( !lJ.t /a:e ,s 

AGR:.EEO AS TO FORM:_ 

I 
. I , . 

KEN PAXTON, ATTORNEY GENERAL 
'OFTEXAS :: 

.By:-£• 
name: KimberlyFu~h 
title: Assisttint A~omey General, 

Administrative Law Division 
I' 

Date: J-,31 '1 ~ 

By.~ 01~ 
name: Kathryn Jt. Long;rhpson & Horton;LLP 
title: Counsel for Irving ISO 

Date: / o I ~- { I Ji r l 
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