December 16, 2015

Ms. Laura Anne Coats

Assistant District Attorney

Dallas County Criminal District Attorney’s Office
Frank Crowley Courts Building

133 North Riverfront Boulevard, LB-19

Dallas, Texas 75207-4399

OR2015-26506
Dear Ms. Coats:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 591037.

The Dallas County District Attorney’s Office (the “district attorney’s office”) received a
request for certain communications pertaining to two named individuals and the Collin
County District Attorney’s Office during a specified time period.! You state you will release
some information to the requestor. You claim the submitted information is excepted from
disclosure under sections 552.103, 552.108, and 552.111 of the Government Code. We have
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

We note the submitted information was the subject of a previous request for information, in
response to which this office issued Open Records Letter No. 2015-14288 (2015).
In Open Records Letter No. 2015-14288, we determined, in relevant part, the district
attorney’s office must release the information you have submitted for our review in response
to the instant request. We note the district attomey’s office now raises sections 552.103,

'"We note the district attorney’s office sought and received clarification of the information requested.
See Gov’t Code § 552.222 (providing il request for information is unclear, governmenial body may ask
requestor to clanify request); see also City of Dallas v. Abbott, 304 8.W.3d 380, 387 (Tex. 2010) (holding when
govemmental entity, acting in good faith, requests clarificatien of unclear or overbroad request for public
information, ten-business-day period to request aitorney general opinion is measured from date request is
clarified or narrowed).

POST QFFICE BOX 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS TR7TEI-2548 k1, (512) 463-2100 WEB: WWW. TEXASATTORMEYGENERAL. GOV
An Lyl Emplovietent Opporinanry fmplover



Ms. Laura Annc Coats - Page 2

552,108, and 552.111 of the Government Code for this information. Section 552.007 of the
Government Code provides if a governmental body voluntarily releases information to any
member of the public. the governmental body may not withhold such information from
turther disclosure unless its public release is expressly prohibited by law or the information
1s confidential under law. See Gov't Code § 552.007; Open Records Decision No. 518 at 3
(1989); see ulso Open Records Decision No. 400 (1983) (governmental body may waive
right to claim permissive cxceptions to disclosure under the Act, but it may not disclose
information made confidential by law). Accordingly, pursuant to section 552.007. the district
attorney's office may not now withhold the previously released information unless its release
is expressly prohibited by law or the information is conlidential under law. Although you
raise sections 552,103, 552,108, and 552.11 1 of the Government Code, these scctions do not
prohibit the release ol information or make information confidential. See Dallay Area Rapid
Transit v. Dallas Morning News, 4 S.W.3d 469, 475-76 (Tex. App.—Dallas 1999, no pet.)
(zgovernmental body may watve Gov't Code § 552.103): Open Records Decision Nos, 665
at 2 n.5 (2000) (discretionary exceptions generally), 663 at 5 (1999) {waiver of diseretionary
exceptions), 470 at 7 (1987) (deliberative process privilege under statutory predecessor to
section 552.111 subject to waiver), 177 at 3 (1977) (statutory predecessor to section 552.108
subject to wavier). Thus, the district attomey's office may not now withhold the submitted
information under section 552.103, section 552.108, or section 552.111 of the Government
Code. As you raise no further exceptions to disclosure, the district attorney’s office must
release the submitted information.

This letter ruling 1s limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www. texasatlorneygencral . govi/open/
orl_ruling_info.shtmi, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government
Hotline. toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowahle charges tor
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Ottice of the Attomey
General, toll free. at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Kenny Moreland
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

KJIM/sdk
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