
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNC:Y GE:>;lORAL 01' TEXi\S 

December 11, 2015 

Mr. Joseph T. Longoria 
For Denton Central Appraisal District 
Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott, L.L.P. 
1235 North Loop West, Suite 600 
1-Iouston, Texas 77008 

Dear Mr. Longoria: 

OR2015-26086 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 590361. 

The Denton Central Appraisal District (the "district"), which you represent, received a 
request for all the Fl ("commercial") sales in Denton County and the appraised values 
for 2013, 2014, and 2015. You claim the submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure 
under sections 552.101 and 552.149 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample of information. 1 \Ve 
have also received and considered comments from the requestor. See Gov't Code§ 552.304 
(interested party may submit comments stating why information should or should not be 
released). 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Id. 
§ 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 22.27 of the Tax Code, which provides the 
following: 

1 We assume that the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision 1'\os. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types ofinfonnation than that submitted to this 
office. 
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(a) Rendition statements, real and personal property reports, attachments to 
those statements and reports, and other information the o\vner of property 
provides to the appraisal office in connection with the appraisal of the 
property, includi11g income and expense information related to a property 
filed v..'ith an appraisal office and information voluntarily disclosed to an 
appraisal office or the co1nptroller about real or personal property sales prices 
afler a promise it will be held confidential, are confidential and not open to 
public inspection. 'fhe statements and reports and the information the}r 
contain about specific real or personal property or a specific real or personal 
property ov..'ncr and information voluntarily disclosed to an appraisal office 
about real or personal property sales prices after a promise it v.'ill be held 
confidential may not be disclosed to anyo11e other than an cn1plo)1Ce of the 
appraisal office who appraises property except as authoriLed by 
Subsection (b) of this section. 

Tax Code § 22.27(a). We understand the district is an "appraisal office" for purposes of 
section 22.27(a). You state a portion of the submitted information contains property sales 
information voluntarily provided by property ov..,ners under a promise of confidentiality. 
l~ascd on your representations and our reviev..', we conclude section 22.27(a) of tl1e ]'ax (:ode 
is applicable to the information at issue. In response to an inquiry from this o11i.ce, you 
indicate you will release some of the information at issue to this rcqucstor pursuant to 
section 22.27(b)(5) of the cl"ax Code,2 v..rhich permits disclosure of in!Onnation made 
confidential by section 22.27(a) "for statistical purposes if in a form that docs not identify 
specific property or a specific property O\\.rnerr_.]" Id. § 22.27(b)(5). Upon review, V.'e find 
the district must withhold the information you have marked under section 552.101 or the 
(iovernment C:ode in conjunction v..rith section 22.27(a) of the Tax Code. 

Section 552.149 of the (Jov·ernment Code provides, in relc\1ant part: 

(a) lnfonnation relating to real property sales prices, descriptions, 
characteristics, and other related information received from a private entity 
by the comptroller or the chief appraiser of an appraisal district under 
C:hapter 6, ·rax c:odc, is excepted from the requirements of lthc Act]. 

(b) Kotwithstanding Subsection (a), the property O\vncr or the ov..rncr's agent 
may, on request, obtain from the chief appraiser of tl1e applicable appraisal 
district a copy of each item of information described b)' Section 41.461 (a)(2), 
Tax (~ode, and a copy of each item of information that the chief appraiser 

"See Gov't Code§ 552.303(e)-(d) (if attorney general determines inforrnation in addition lo that 
required by section 552.301 is necessary to render decision, \•;ritlcn notice of that fact shall he given to 
governmental body and requcstor, and governmental body shall subn1it necessary additional inlOrmation to 
attonicy general not later than seventh calendar day after date of receipt or notice). 
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took into consideration but does not plan to introduce at the hearing on the 
protest. In addition, the property o\.vncr or agent inay, on request, obtain 1fom 
the chief appraiser comparable sales data 1i:o1n a reasonable number of sales 
that is relevant to any matter to be determined by the appraisal revie\V board 
at the hearing on the property O\Vncr's protest[.J 

Go\''1 Code § 552.149(a)-(b ). Subsections 552.149(a) and (b) are limited to those colll1tics 
having a population of 50,000 or more. Id. § 552.149( c). Vv"c understand Denton County has 
a population of 50,000 or more. You state the information you have marked consists of 
information related to real property sales, descriptions, and characteristics, and it v.'as 
obtained from private entities. You indicate the remaining information does not contain 
inrormation to \.Vhich the requestor has a right of access pursuant to section 552. l 49(b ). 
See id. § 552.149(b ). Based on your representations and ourrevievv. vve 1ind the district must 
v·,rithhold the information you have marked under section 552.149(a) of the Government 
Code. 

In summary, the district mltst withhold the information )'OU have marked under 
section 552.101 of the Go\'ernment Cotle in conjunction with section 22.27(a) ol"the Tax 
Code. "l'he district must withhold the in10rmation you have marked under section 552.149(a) 
of the Government c:ode. 'l"hc district must release the remaining information. 

This letter ruling is li1nitcd to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a prc\1ious 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

'!'his ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govermnental body and of the requestor. i:or more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please \1isit our v.'ebsite at l1ttp://\.VV•iVi.tcxasattorncvgcnera1.Qov/opcn/ 
or! rulin2. info.shtml, or call the Office or the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allov.'able charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Oilice of the Attorney 
(Jenera!, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Cristian Rosas-Grillet 
Assistant Attorney' (Jenera! 
Open J{ccords J)i\1ision 

c:l{(J/akg 
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Ref: TD# 590361 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Rcqucstor 
(\v/o enclosures) 


